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LEGAL	  ASPECT

The	  right	  to	  housing	  is	  both	  incorporated	  
into	   the	   Swedish	  Cons:tu:on	   and	  esta-‐
blished	  by	  regula:on.

In	   Chapter	   1,	   Ar:cle	   2	   (paragraph	   2)	   of	  
the	   Cons1tu1on,	   it	   is	   men1oned	   that	   it	  
shall	   be	   incumbent	   upon	   the	   public	   ad-‐
ministra1on	  to	  secure,	  inter	  alia,	  the	  right	  
to	   housing.	   The	   state	   defines	   the	   broad	  
principles	   and	  main	  priori1es	   of	   housing	  
policy,	   while	   municipali1es	   are	   charged	  
with	   providing	   flexibility	   depending	   on	  
their	  own	  specifici1es.

Chapter	  4,	  Ar:cle	  1	   (paragraph	  1)	   of	   the	  
Social	  Services	  Act	  (2001:453),	  any	  indivi-‐
dual	   who	   is	   unable	   to	   provide	   for	   his	  
needs	  or	  to	  obtain	  provision	  form	  them	  in	  
any	  other	  way,	  he	  is	  en1tled	  to	  assistance	  
from	  the	  social	  welfare	  commiKee	  (which	  
is	   part	   of	   the	   municipal	   administra1on)	  
towards	  his	  livelihood	  and	  for	  his	  living	  in	  
general.	   Moreover,	   according	   to	  Chapter	  
4,	   Ar1cle	   1	   of	   the	   same	   Act,	   individuals	  
who	  have	  objec1ons	   to	  a	  decision	  made	  
by	  the	  social	  services	  concerning	  the	  Ar1-‐
cle,	   they	   can	   appeal	   the	   decision	   to	   the	  
administra1ve	  courts	   (i.e.	  in	  case	  of	  a	  re-‐
jec1on	   to	   an	   applica1on	   for	   rent	   sup-‐
port).	  This	  procedure	   is	   considered	  to	  be	  
rather	  effec1ve.	  

Source	  :	  FEANTSA,	  2012

Sweden	   ra:fied	   the	   Revised	   European	   Social	  
Charter	   Bold	  Texton	   29/05/1998,	   accep1ng	   83	  
of	   the	   Revised	   Charter’s	   98	   paragraphs,	   inclu-‐
ding	   the	   Ar1cle	   31	   on	   the	   right	   to	   housing.	   It	  
ra1fied	   the	   Addi1onal	  Protocol	  providing	   for	   a	  
system	  of	  collec1ve	  complaints	  on	  29/05/1998.	  
It	  has	   not	  yet	  made	  a	  declara1on	  enabling	   na-‐
1onal	  NGOs	  to	  submit	  complaints.

Source	  :	  FEANTSA,	  2012

PUBLIC	  HOUSING

In	  Sweden	  the	  concept	  “social	  housing”	   is	  not	  
used.	   The	   corresponding	   sector	   is	   called	  
“allmänny^g”,	   which	   literally	   means	   “public	  
u1lity”	  or	  “for	   the	  benefit	  of	  everybody”.	   In	  an	  
interna1onal	   context	   the	   concept	   “public	   hou-‐
sing”	  is	  adequate.	  This	  sector	  consists	  of	   rental	  
dwellings,	  owned	  by	  municipal	  housing	  compa-‐
nies	  that	  are	  organized	  as	  joint-‐stock	  companies	  
(limited	  companies).	  In	  most	  cases	  the	  local	  au-‐
thori1es	   holds	   all	   the	   shares.	   These	   housing	  
companies	   have	   a	   general	   interest	   objec1ve	   –	  
to	   promote	   the	   provision	   of	   housing	   in	   their	  
municipality	   –	   but	   operate	   on	   business-‐like	  
principles.

Since	  the	  early	  nine:es,	  there	  has	  been	  a	  clear	  
trend	   towards	   reducing	   or	   even	   elimina:ng	  
assistance	   and	   subsidies.	   Companies	   borrow	  
their	   capital	   from	   financial	  markets	   at	   market	  
prices	   and	   henceforth	   take	   responsibility	   for	  
their	  own	  economic	  risks,	  which	  has	  weakened	  
them.	  This	   is	   the	  spirit	  of	   the	  new	  “law	  on	  pu-‐
blic	   housing	   companies”	   (2011),	   which	   must	  
now	  operate	  on	  “commercial	  principles.”

Source:	  CECODHAS	  Report	  2012

PROBLEMS

• Sweden	   has	   successfully	   deregulated	   a	  
number	  of	  sectors,	  but	  major	  distor:ons	  
con:nue	  to	  persist	  on	  the	  housing	  mar-‐
ket,	  obstruc1ng	  the	  rela1onship	  between	  
supply	   and	   demand	   and	   denying	   many	  
Swedes	  their	  preferred	  form	  of	  residency.

• 	   Since	   1996,	   housing	   costs	   rose	   around	  
8%	  annually	  through	  2008!

• Housing	   construc:on	   has	   sharply	   in-‐
creased,	   but	   as	   a	   share	   of	   GDP,	   it	   re-‐
mains	   significantly	   lower	   than	   levels	   in	  
other	  OECD	  countries.	  This	  is	  partly	  a	  re-‐
sult	  of	  the	  fact	  that	  previous	  investments	  
were	  massively	  subsidized	  by	  the	  state.

• Major	   public	   sector	   deficits:	   The	   public	  
sector	   budget	   deficit	   in	   Sweden	   is	   very	  
significant.	   In	  1994,	   it	   reached	  10%,	  ma-‐
king	   it	   the	   largest	   deficit	   in	   the	   OECD	  
with	  the	  excep1on	  of	  Greece.	  This	  figure	  
is	   much	   greater	   than	   the	   maximum	   3%	  
threshold	   allowed	   according	   to	   the	  
Maastricht	   Treaty’s	   economic	   conver-‐
gence	   criteria.	   One	   consequence	   is	   the	  
reduc1on	  of	  state	  housing	  assistance.	  

• Vacant	   housing:	   Sweden	   went	   very	  
suddenly	   from	   a	   housing	   shortage	   to	   a	  
housing	  glut.	  This	  shig	  began	  in	  1991.	  By	  
early	  1994,	  nearly	  70%	  of	  towns	  declared	  
they	   had	   a	   housing	   surplus.	   This	   had	   si-‐
gnificant	   consequences	   for	   the	   housing	  
market	  and	  the	  construc1on	  sector.	  

• Housing	  shortages	  in	  major	  ci:es	  for	  fo-‐
reigners:	   Housing	   shortages	   in	  major	   ci-‐
1es	   makes	   it	   difficult	   for	   foreigners	   to	  
move	  there.	  The	  paradox	  is	  that	  it	  is	  pre-‐
cisely	  these	  ci1es	  that	  have	  work	  to	  offer	  
them.	   There	   is	   a	   discrepancy	   between	  
the	  housing	  supply	  and	  the	  job	  supply	  for	  
foreigners.

• Significant	   growth	   in	   the	   number	   of	  
homeless,	  including	  a	  lot	  of	  children.

RIGHT TO HOUSING
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