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LEGAL	  ASPECT

DAYTON	  PEACE	  AGREEMENT	  (1995)

Apart	   from	   having	   a	   complex	   poli3cal	  
structure,	   imposed	   upon	   it	   under	   the	  
terms	   of	   the	   1995	   Dayton	   Peace	   Agree-‐
ment,	  Bosnia	  and	  Herzegovina	  is	  commit-‐
ted	   to	   par3cipate	   ac3vely	   in	   important	  
housing	  and	  urban	  reforms	  and	  to	  coope-‐
rate	   closely	  with	   countries	   of	   the	   region	  
as	   well	   as	   with	   interna3onal	   ins3tu3ons	  
and	   organisa3ons.	   In	   addi3on	   to	   the	  
complex	   and	   divergent	   administra3ve	  
structures,	   very	   oFen	   poli3cal	   reasons	  
are	  slowing	   down	  reform	  process	   in	  BIH.	  
Although	  the	  right	   to	  housing	   is	   formally	  
endorsed	   and	   the	   Annex	   VII	   of	   the	   Day-‐
ton	   Peace	   Agreement	   formally	   evoked	  
the	   right	   of	   refugees	   and	   displaced	   per-‐
sons	   to	   return	   to	   their	   homes,	   it	   is	   not	  
easy	   to	   fully	   access	   and	   exercise	   these	  
rights.

IN	  THE	  CONSTITUTION

According	   to	   the	   BIH	  ConsDtuDon	   there	  
are	   no	   state	   competencies	   in	   housing,	  
urbanism	   or	   spaDal	   planning.	   These	  
areas	  are	  being	  regulated	  at	  the	  level	  of	  
EnDDes	   and	   Brčko	   District.	   Recognizing	  
the	   outstanding	   need	   and	   necessity	   to	  
coordinate	   ac3vi3es	   in	   the	   area	   and	   ai-‐
ming	   to	   a	   comprehensive	   approach	   the	  
recent	   legal	   amendments	   provided	   for	  
the	  state	   competencies	   in	  housing	   policy	  
being	   founded	  with	   the	  Ministry	   for	   Hu-‐
man	   Rights	   and	   Refugees	   of	   Bosnia	   and	  
Herzegovina	   with	   a	   mandate	   for	   seKng	  
up	  basic	   principles	   for	   coordina3ng	   ac3-‐
vi3es,	   harmonising	   BiH	  government	  poli-‐
cies	  and	  plans	  with	  interna3onal	  commu-‐

PROBLEMS

DISPLACED	  PERSONS	  AND	  REFUGEES

There	  remains	  a	  significant	  number	  of	  dis-‐
placed	   persons,	   refugees	   and	   other	   con-‐
flict-‐affected	  persons	   of	   concern	  who	   are	  
in	  need	  of	  durable	  solu3ons,	  among	  them,	  
125,000	   displaced	   persons	   whose	   status	  
was	   confirmed	  in	  the	  2005	  re-‐registra3on	  
process.	  Many	  of	   these	  people	   are	   extre-‐
mely	  vulnerable	  and	  trauma3zed,	   living	   in	  
inhumane	  condi3ons	  in	  displacement.	  Un-‐
fortunately,	   around	   2,700	   families	   con3-‐
nue	  to	  live	  in	  collec3ve	  centers	   in	  BiH.	  Al-‐
so,	  many	  persons	  are	  unable	  to	  return	  be-‐
cause	   their	  pre-‐war	   property	   is	   destroyed	  
and	   is	  on	   the	   list	   of	   45,000	   housing	   units	  
of	   returnees	   awai3ng	   reconstruc3on	   or	  
because	  landmines	  have	  not	  been	  cleared	  
from	  their	  pre-‐war	  villages.

Source:	   Revised	   Strategy	   of	   Bosnia	   and	  
Herzegovina	   for	   the	   implementa3on	   of	  
the	  Annex	  VII	  of	   the	  Dayton	  Peace	  Agree-‐
ment,	  MHRR	  2010.

PUBLIC HOUSING
AND PRIVATIZATION

The	  process	  of	  priva3za3on	  comprised	  so-‐
cially	   owned	   housing	   units	   throughout	  
BIH.	   However,	   the	   En33es	   applied	   dif-‐
ferent	   priva3za3on	   models.	   Priva3za3on	  
on	  the	  basis	  of	   cer3ficates	   in	  FBiH	  corres-‐
ponded	  to	  advantageous	  method	  for	  final	  
beneficiaries,	  but	  the	  revenue	  from	  priva-‐
3za3on	  was	  nil	  to	  zero,	  while	  on	  the	  other	  
hand,	  using	  the	  voucher	  system	  and	  by	  re-‐
lying	  on	  cash	  payments,	  RS	  achieved	  much	  
beYer	  arrangements	  with	  regard	  to	  the	  fi-‐
nancial	  effects	  of	  the	  housing	  priva3za3on	  
that	   contributed	   to	   the	   strengthening	   of	  
housing	   budgets.	  However,	  both	  methods	  
can	   be	   evaluated	   as	   versions	   of	   a	   “give	  
away”	   priva3za3on,	   because	   even	   in	   RS	  
the	  actual	  payment	  was	  around	  10-‐15%	  of	  
the	  actual	  market	  value.	  As	  a	  result	  of	  pri-‐
va3za3on,	  social	  ownership	  has	  prac3cally	  
disappeared	   and	   the	   local	   governments	  
have	   been	   leF	   without	   public	   housing	  
units.

Source	  :	  Habitat	  for	  Humanity

▪

nity	   in	   the	  field	  of	   housing	   policy,	   recons-‐
truc3on	  and	  development.
Source:	   Housing	  and	  Urban	  Profile	  of	   Bos-‐
nia	   and	   Herzegovina,	   2006,	   Ministry	   for	  
Human	  Rights	  and	  Refugees

Bosnia	   and	   Herzegovina	   has	   ra3fied	   the	  
Revised	  European	  Social	  Charter	  on	  07/10/
2008,	   but	   not	   the	   art.31	   about	   housing	  
right.	  Commisions	   are	   formed	   to	   con3nue	  
to	  discuss	  about	  these	  ar3cles	  and	  some	  of	  
them	   are	   now	   ra3fied,	   concerning	   health	  
social	   security	   and	   social	   protec3on	   for	  
exemple.	   It	   has	   not	   signed	   the	   Addi3onal	  
Protocol	   Providing	   for	   a	   System	   of	   Collec-‐
3ve	  Complaints.

FORCED	  EVICTION

According	   to	   Human	   Right	   Watch	   (2012),	  
many	  Roma	  in	  Bosnia	  live	  in	  informal	  set-‐
tlements	   that	   lack	   stability	   and	   security	  
for	   their	   families.	   Forced	   evic3ons	   are	   an	  
ever-‐present	   danger,	   and	   the	   government	  
has	   made	   no	   provisions	   for	   adequate	   al-‐
terna3ve	   housing	   for	   those	   who	   are	   evic-‐
ted.	   Forced	  evic3ons	  have	  been	  a	  par3cu-‐
lar	   problem	   in	   Mostar,	   with	   some	   Roma	  
families	   evicted	   twice	   in	   the	   past	   two	  
years.	  Most	  recently,	   in	  October	  2011,	  100	  
Roma	  were	   leF	  without	  adequate	  housing	  
aFer	  an	  evic3on	  to	  make	  space	  for	  housing	  
for	  other	  Roma.	  None	  of	  these	  evicted	  we-‐
re	  offered	  alterna3ve	  accommoda3on.

Source	  :	  Human	  Right	  Watch
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